
Tax bill changes for commercial properties 

CBRM has made changes to the presentation of the tax bill for commercial properties.   

What has changed? 

The base commercial tax rate prior to 2016 included the fire protection rate relevant to the community 

in which it occupies.  New for 2016, the fire protection rate will show as a separate calculation on the 

tax bill.  The corresponding base rate is reduced by the fire protection rate. 

Does this mean I’m paying more commercial taxes? 

No.  The combined tax rate is unchanged, as there have been no increases in the tax rate for 2016/17. 

What about residential properties?  Is my bill affected?   

No.  There have been no changes to the tax rate or bill format for residential accounts. 

 

Tax changes for commercial properties in the “Sydney” and “Sydney 

Suburban” area. 

CBRM has made changes to the commercial tax rate structure for properties in downtown Sydney and 

certain adjacent commercial areas of Grand Lake Road, Mira Road, Prime Brook, Coxheath, Sydney 

River, and Westmount. 

Why was this change implemented? 

The commercial tax rate in Sydney was 10% higher than the rate for properties located just outside of 

Sydney.  These commercial properties receive the same municipal services as properties in the down 

town core.   

What properties are affected? 

All commercial properties that receive the same municipal services within a defined radius of Sydney are 

affected. 

How will my bill change? 

All commercial properties within the defined boundary of “Sydney” and “Sydney Suburban” will pay the 

same base rate, fire protection rate, and commercial transit rate which will show as separate 

calculations on the tax bill. 

How were the new commercial tax rates determined? 

A revenue neutral tax rate was calculated and applied uniformly to all properties receiving the same 

services within the boundary. 

What about residential properties?  Is my bill affected?   

No.  There have been no changes to the tax rate or bill format for residential accounts. 



 

The following map depicts the properties that are included in “Sydney” and “Sydney Suburban” area. 


