
 

 
 
Island Folk Cider House produces cider only, meaning under the current policy we can sell cider only. 
However, given the growing craft beverage sector on Cape Breton Island (e.g. Breton Brewing, Big 
Spruce Brewing, and Route 19) and the diverse preferences of local residents and tourists alike, we wish 
to also sell local craft beer and wine which we currently do not produce ourselves. 
 
To offer items that are not produced on site, requires a Beverage Room License from Alcohol and 
Gaming Nova Scotia. The only difference between the Beverage Room Licence and the Hospitality Room 
Licence which we currently have, is that the cidery will be able to offer beer and wine which is not 
currently produced in the facility. 
 
It should be noted that if we did produce beer, we would be allowed to sell it under the current policy. 
However, we are cider makers and not beer makers, and would prefer to support our local breweries as 
they have supported us, rather than set-up our own beer producing facility at much expense, to achieve 
the same outcome.  
 
Cider and beer have very similar ABV measurements (Alcohol by Volume) ranging from 3% to 8%. While 
wine has a slightly higher ABV, it is offered and consumed in lesser quantities.  
 
Furthermore, if this amendment were to be granted, there will be no change to hours of operation as 
originally outlined in the Development Agreement: 11am-10pm Sunday to Thursday; and 11am-11pm 
Friday and Saturday.  
 
 
Rationale:  
 
Island Folk Cider House is the first of its kind on Cape Breton Island, contributing to a high-growth sector 
in Nova Scotia, as well as throughout Canada and internationally. The cidery is a new business that will 
provide new and unique products and experiences for locals and tourists.  
 
The rationale for seeking an amendment to the North End Secondary Planning Strategy, Section 4, Policy 
13.2 and Development Agreement PID 15889330 is focused on business sustainability, opportunity for 
mutual support, and community economic development.  
 

Business Sustainability  
Across Nova Scotia, there are a growing number of craft cideries and breweries and a majority 
offer products that are not produced on site to cater to customer’s diverse preferences thus 
best ensuring the business’s sustainability. Similarly, offering local beer and wine products will 
increase the cidery’s customer base which in-turn increases profitability and success.  
 
Opportunity for Mutual Support  



Offering other local products at this location will demonstrate support for other entrepreneurs 
and form the basis for future collaboration. For example, by offering Breton Brewing products at 
the cidery, in exchange Breton Brewing will offer cider products at their brewery thus mutually 
benefitting both businesses. Providing additional products will expose tourists to unique product 
offerings available across the Island and promote our Island as a craft destination.  
 
Community Economic Development  
Increasing product offerings will increase capacity and profitability enabling growth and 
development contributing to our much-needed commercial tax base. Furthermore, business 
growth will mean more full-time employment opportunities.  

 
 
Risk Mitigation:  
 
Amending the North End Secondary Planning Strategy, Section 4, Policy 13.2 and Development 
Agreement PID 15889330 will not impact the hours of operation. The hours of operation will remain as 
11am-10pm Sunday to Thursday; and 11am-11pm Friday and Saturday.  
 
Additionally, amending the North End Secondary Planning Strategy, Section 4, Policy 13.2 and 
Development Agreement PID 15889330 will not invoke increased intoxication amongst patrons as only 
products with comparable ABV levels will be offered. 
 
You may be wondering why I am seeking an amendment since I submitted an initial request to Mayor 
and Council in August 2018 to rezone 52 Nepean St. and amend the policy in September of 2018 with 
the subsequent Development Agreement PID 15889330 signed in May 2019.   
 
Since that time, I have made significant investment in the infrastructure of 52 Nepean St. and the 
business’s progress. Through this development, I have become increasingly more aware of the 
challenges and opportunities that exist within the world of entrepreneurship, and specifically the local 
craft industry. The limitations I am hoping to amend will not only enable my business to enhance our 
product offerings, attract a larger customer base, and collaborate with other local micro-breweries, but 
it will also, most certainly, facilitate a sustainable and profitable business from day one. I am confident 
that the Island Folk Cider House establishment can be, and will be, given the opportunity, a destination 
for locals and tourists for years to come. This venture came about because of my interest, commitment, 
and passion for local community development and I will run a responsible and respectful operation that 
our community can be proud of.  
 
Thank you for considering Island Folk Cider House’s request.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Jill McPherson  
Founder/Co-owner 
Island Folk Cider House 
52 Nepean St., Sydney, NS 



jill@islandfolkcider.ca 
902-577-2099  
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