
What is Heritage Conservation?
Heritage Conservation is concerned with 
the identification and preservation of Cape 
Breton Regional Municipality’s properties, 
streetscapes and areas that have heritage 
significance. Heritage significance is related 
to the age, architecture, compatibility of sur-
roundings and historical associations of the 
property. When properties meet the basic 
requirements for heritage designation, they 
are included in the Cape Breton Regional 
Municipality Registry of Heritage Properties 
and will receive a Heritage plaque.

Why do alterations to Heritage 
Properties require approval?
Any alterations to Heritage Properties must 
receive approval to ensure the maintenance 
of the Heritage appearance and character. 
Council has established guidelines to ensure 
that CBRM’s heritage resources are retained 
and recognized. Municipal staff, the Heritage 
Advisory Committee and Council use these 
guidelines to assist property owners and 
communities to protect these valuable assets.
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Information on 
HeRItage COnseRvatIOn 

in the 
Cape Breton Regional Municipality

north end sydney 
Heritage Conservation District

An area in the North End of Sydney was designated 
as a Heritage Conservation District by CBRM 

Council in early 2008.  This area contains some of 
the oldest buildings on Cape Breton Island, including 
several that date back to the late 1700s.  At the time 
of designation it was the only Heritage Conservation 

District in Nova Scotia located east of the  
Town of Truro.  

In the Heritage Conservation District alterations 
to existing buildings and the construction of new 

buildings are regulated so as to preserve the heritage 
character of the neighbourhood in perpetuity.  These 

regulations are incorporated into the  
North End Sydney Heritage Conservation  

District Plan and Bylaw.  These regulations are 
similar, but not identical, to the guidelines governing 

individually registered Heritage Properties in the  
rest of the Municipality.  
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What steps must I follow if I wish to have my 
property registered as a municipal heritage property?

If you are considering having your property added to 
the Municipal Registry of Heritage Properties, you 
should first contact the CBRM Heritage Officer at 
563-5070 to arrange for a site visit. The Heritage 
Officer will visit your property and will explain to you 
the implications of registration, to help you decide 
if you wish to have your property registered.  If you 
decide to register your property, you must submit 
a written request to the Heritage Officer who will 
forward your request to the CBRM Heritage Advisory 
Committee (HAC).  The HAC is a committee 
appointed by CBRM Council which includes both 
councillors and members of the public.  The HAC’s 
role is to advise Council on heritage issues.  If the 
HAC decides that your property should be registered, 
a recommendation will be forwarded to Council. The 

Council will make the final decision, in accordance 
with the CBRM Heritage Property Bylaw.  The 
process of registration usually takes several months.

After my property is registered, what should I do if I 
wish to carry out alterations to my property?

If you own a registered Municipal Heritage Property 
and wish to undertake alterations or additions to 
the exterior of the property, or to demolish the 
property, you must submit an application to the 
Heritage Officer.  The CBRM has guidelines that 
must be followed whenever alterations are being 
made to Heritage Properties.  These guidelines are 
available from the CBRM Heritage Officer.  The 
Heritage Officer is also available to provide advice and 
assistance to property owners seeking help prior to 
submitting an application to alter a heritage property. 

What about alterations to the interior?

The Heritage Property Bylaw concerns only the 
exterior of Heritage Properties. Therefore, heritage 
approval is not required for interior renovations 
to Heritage Properties.  However, other municipal 
permits (such as building permits) may still be 
required.

My property is registered as a heritage property by the 
provincial government, not the CBRM.  Do I need 
permission from the CBRM to alter my property?

If you own a registered provincial heritage property, 

you need provincial approval to alter your property.  
Municipal heritage approval is not required, but 
other municipal approvals (such as building and 
development permits) may be required.  

Are there financial incentives available for owners of 
Municipal Heritage Properties?

Yes.  Both the CBRM and the Province of Nova 
Scotia have modest grants available for exterior 
renovations to Heritage Properties.  For more 
information on the CBRM Heritage Incentive 
Program, contact the CBRM Heritage Officer 
at 563-5070.  For information on the provincial 
program, contact the Nova Scotia Heritage Property 
Program in Halifax at 424-5647. 

Is there any difficulty in obtaining insurance for 
heritage properties?

Having a property registered as a heritage property 
should not affect the availability or cost of 
insurance.  An information brochure on this issue 
has been prepared by the Nova Scotia government 
in cooperation with the Insurance Bureau of 
Canada. Copies of this brochure, Insuring Old 
Homes in Nova Scotia, can be obtained at the  
CBRM Planning Department  
(563-5070).
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