
 

 

How to Acquire a Property at Tax Sale 

What procedure do I follow to bid on a tax sale property? 

Note: The CBRM does not guarantee clear title through its tax deeds. 

a. Steps to follow prior to Tax Sale: 

1. Speak with the Tax Collector at least two (2) weeks prior to sale date. 

2. View (only no permission to enter) property and ensure account is the property you wish to bid 

on at Tax Sale. 

3. Ensure the account on the Tax Sale meets all requirements necessary for building purposes and 

services. 

Contact: CBRM Planning & Development Dept. 
320 Esplanade, Room 200 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, B1P 7B9 
Telephone: (902) 563-5134 

 

b. Tax Sale Day 

Persons interested in a tax sale property should be at the sale location 30 minutes prior to the start of 

the sale. Listings will be distributed immediately.  You should have already gathered information 

regarding the property you are interested in by speaking to the appropriate Tax Collector and advising 

him/her that you wish to speak at the sale. Each property put up for sale will be read indicating the 

Lien#, Assessment #, Assessed Owners Name, the Starting Bid (amount owing) and the redemption 

status. 

At this time it will be asked if anyone who has an interest (legal, family, etc.) in the property wishes to 

state his or her interest before bidding begins.  This will be followed by three calls for bids. At the 

conclusion of the third call, the property will be declared either sold or not sold. 

The Tax Sale updated list should be reviewed. Tax accounts can be removed for payment or satisfactory 

arrangement immediately before the tax sale. 

 

 



c. Biding at a Tax Sale 

Many people arrive at a Tax Sale unaware of tax sale procedures. This is not a time or place to ask for 

information regarding a property. It is suggested that a person contemplating the purchase of property 

should attend a sale for viewing purposes and insight into how a tax sale is conducted. 

The rules governing Tax Sales are included in the Provincial Municipal Government Act. These rules can 

be viewed at www.gov.ns.ca. 

d. Redemption of Tax Sale Property 

1. Land sold for non-payment of taxes may be redeemed by the owner, a person with a mortgage, 

lien or other charge on the land or a person having an interest in the land within six months 

after the date of the sale, but where at the time of sale taxes on the land are in arrears for more 

than six years, no right of redemption exists. 

2. To redeem the land the person redeeming shall pay: 

a) The sum paid by the purchaser; 

b) Interest at the rate of ten percent per annum on the total sum paid by the purchaser from 

the date of the sale to the date of redemption; 

c) Taxes levied on the land after the sale and any interest; 

d) The fee to record the certificate of discharge; 

e) All sums paid by the purchaser for fire insurance premiums to insure buildings on the land; 

f) All amounts paid the purchaser for necessary repairs made, with the written approval of the 

treasurer, to buildings on the land; 

g) Less any balance remaining in the tax sale surplus account with respect to the property and 

any rent or other income earned by the purchaser from the land. 

3. Where the municipality buys the land, the taxes payable by a person redeeming are the amount 

that would be payable if the municipality did not own the land. 

4. Where redemption takes place before the tax rate is set, the taxes payable by a person 

redeeming are those payable for the preceding year and after the tax rate is set, any surplus 

shall be refunded to the person redeeming and the land is liable for any deficiency. 

5. Where property has been redeemed, a certificate of discharge in Form D in Schedule A, or to like 

effect, shall be prepared and registered in the registry. 

6. The Registrar of Deeds shall make a marginal note referring to the registry of the certificate of 

discharge on the recorded copy of the certificate of sale. 

For additional information, please contact: 

Cape Breton Regional Municipality, 320 Esplanade, Sydney, Nova Scotia - B1P 7B9 
Collectors of Rates: 
Brad MacKinley  (902) 563-5144 
Dale Young  (902) 563-5145 

http://www.gov.ns.ca/

