
Reading your water meter 
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Reading: 00052.2 cubic metres 

 

Standard Water Meter 

M3 
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Reading:  00052.2915 cubic metres 

shine a bright flashlight 

on the register to activate 

the display. 

 

Digital Water Meter 

 

Look at the leak indicator (faucet)  
      - no faucet - no leaks.  
      - flashing faucet - water usage for  
        more than 50% of the time in the  
        past 24 hours. 
      - continuous faucet - there is a leak.  
 

Look at the last number on the dial  
       - represents 0.1 litres or 1/10th of a 
         litre.  If the last number advancing,  
         there is water running through the  
         meter. 

 

-  take a reading at a set time of day           

-  take a 2nd reading at the same time 

   the next day. 
 

The difference between the two 

readings is the daily consumption.  

Average daily consumption for a 

residential customer in CBRM is 0.7 

cubic metres, 700 litres or 155 gallons 

per day. 
 

Note: 1 cubic metre (m3) = 220 imperial gallons 
 

 

Look at the low flow indicator. 

- if the little red indicator is turning,  
  water is flowing through the meter. 
   
- to confirm the flow of water, turn  
   off the main water valve in the  
   building and the indicator will  
   stop moving. 

How to monitor water consumption 

How to check for leaks 

The CBRM Water Utility encourages the reading of the meter in your home or 

business to monitor water consumption and help detect leaks. 



Test a toilet by putting a 

toilet testing tablet or food 

colouring in the tank.  If, 

without flushing, colour 

seeps into the bowl, the 

toilet has a leak. 

or 

Lift the tank cover and 

look for water running into 

the overflow pipe or listen 

for a leak in the fill valve.  

A toilet leak of any type 

should be repaired 

immediately. 
 

A running toilet can triple your water bill. 
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A running toilet is 
the single most 

common reason for 
unexpected high 

water bills.  

 

 

Please don’t leave a tap running 

to prevent water pipes from 

freezing during winter.  Protect 

your plumbing, including the 

water meter, by insulating the 

crawl space or basement.  

Options such as heat tape may 

also be helpful in protecting the 

plumbing.   

 
Customers may be charged replacement costs for 

meter equipment that has been damaged due to 

freezing or other negligence. 

 

Protect your water meter 
 

 

Protect your meter reader 
 

Water meters are read 4 times a 

year.  Please help your meter reader 

stay safe: 
 

-  Shovel your walk, steps, driveway 

   and outside meter reading unit. 

-  Use traction sand or salt on  

   driveways and steps. 

-  Secure the family pet. 

 
Thank you. 


